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 Significant Figures are used to indicate the precision of a measured number or to express the precision of a calculation with 

measured numbers. This is the significance of significant figures!  

 Significant figures in a measurement include the known digits plus one estimated digit. 
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When calculating measured numbers, significant figures must be taken into consideration when reporting your answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

For example,  

  58.925     Thousandths place     

–18.2   Tenths place 

  40.725     rounds to 40.7 

When the calculator answer is a small 

whole number and more significant figures 

are needed, we can add one or more zeros. 

For example,  

 =    4          4.00 

  3 SF     Calculator       Final answer 

 
 


